Contestant CMN Explanation  (9/21/07)
Congratulations and thank you for becoming involved in the Miss Missouri program and with one of the nation’s leading achievement programs and the world’s largest provider of scholarship assistance for young women.  

Beginning in 2007, Miss America developed a National Platform an has partnered with Children’s Miracle Network, an alliance of children’s hospitals.  CMN is a non-profit organization dedicated to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for children’s hospitals across America.  Each year the 170 Children’s Miracle Network hospitals provide the finest medical care, life-saving research and preventative education to help millions of kids overcome diseases and injuries of every kind.  

Our association with CMN raises money not only to continue their work but also for the Miss America Organization’s scholarship funds.  

Below is how the program works and how you can become involved.  

Local level:

All contestants must register at www.missamerica4kids.org  At the bottom of the 1st screen is a button labeled “New Contestants,” click here.  You should see “Eleven lucky steps to registering for the National Platform.”  Fill in all the data lines that have an asterisk at the beginning of them.  An ID will be created when a contestant enters their first local an will be used throughout the pageant season.  Do not create a new ID for each pageant within a pageant year.  

The minimum goal per pageant is $100.00.  Any funds in excess of $100.00 may be rolled over for future pageants.   Of course, you may raise as much money as you wish; but raising $400.00 will allow you to enter as many pageants as you would like.  However, you must update your profile on the MissAmerica4kids website to reflect each pageant you enter.  Remember:  Do not change your ID.  Keeping your pageant data correct is your responsibility but it is easy and takes very little time.  
When you go to the local pageant you are to take a printout of your Qualification Report which will be on the MissAmerica4kids website.  Your director may request this in advance.  If at the time of the local pageant you have a donation in the form of a check, bring that with you and give to the director and he/she will see that it is sent to MAO/CMN.  

Once you win, any excess money will be rolled over to meet the $250.00 minimum State Pageant goal.  If you do not go on to compete at the State level, any excess funds will be equally distributed among all of the local pageants the contestant competed in.  

State Level: 

Should you win a Local pageant, any excess donations will automatically roll-over an be applied to the $250.00 minimum required goal for the State pageant.  

Should the state contestant raise funds ($250.00 or more) while competing at the State level, the initial roll-over of funds from the Local level will revert back to the Local accounts, if the contestant does not go on to the National pageant. 

National Level:

Should the contestant win the State pageant, any excess donations (from Local and State levels) will automatically roll-over an be applied towards the $500.00 minimum required goal for the National pageant.

Like the State level, should the now National contestant raise funds ($500.00 or more) while competing at the National level, the initial roll-over of funds from the Local and/or State level will revert back to the account of origin.  

Raising the Funds:

When you go to www.MissAmerica4kids.org , you will find tips for soliciting donations.  They advocate doing this through your email contacts.  Of course, you may approach potential donors personally, have fund raisers, or what ever you feel comfortable with.  

If you are asked, the money is split 60% for all levels of the Miss America Organization and 40% to Children’s Miracle Network hospitals that service the area in which the money was collected.  

If the donor wishes to pay by credit card they will go to the MissAmerica4kids website put in your name and state and click on “Click Here” and this will take them to your personal page and direct them step by step.  

If they wish to make a donation by check that is permissible as well.  The checks should be made out to CMN/MAO and you may mail them in or give them to your director, if you feel there is not time for the checks to be mailed in and posted to your account prior to the pageant.  
There are materials available on the website.  See “Materials & Examples.”  You will find Introduction booklets, Crowns for paper check donations, pass along cards to direct potential donors to the website and an introduction DVD that describes the relationship between Miss America and Children’s Miracle Network.  

If a company/employer would like to provide matching funds for a contestant, the Tax ID for CMN is 87-0387205.

Again, thank you for your willingness to be a part of the Miss Missouri/Miss America organizations and for your willingness to work for these organizations and Children’s Miracle Network.  
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