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	Miss Missouri Alumni Organization

Lindsay Casmaer-Ercole  - Co-President

Jamie Moran-Kocher - Co-President

Ashley Hickey-Kile  - Vice president membership relations

Amber Etheridge-Johansen - Vice president business relations

Happy Spring!

And greetings to all!! We are rapidly approaching the 2010 Miss Missouri Pageant. Those of us at the Miss Missouri Alumni Organization are getting excited about this year’s pageant--  are you??? Not only are we celebrating the crowning of the 2010 Miss Missouri and Miss Missouri’s Outstanding Teen, but we are also celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Miss Missouri Pageant. Be sure to check out the Miss Missouri website for pageant week events—www.missmissouri.org.

Last year was a transitional year for the MMAO. As you know from our last newsletter, Jennifer Hover-White stepped down from her role as President of the organization leaving large shoes to fill for Lindsay Casmaer-Ercole and Jamie Moran-Kocher. Thank you for your continued patience and support throughout this transition! This organization functions due to the generosity of our alumni, we cannot give our preliminary scholarships without our membership dues, so please, accept our most sincere thanks and appreciation for being a member!
One of our newest updates to the program in 2009 was the Miss Missouri Alumni Organization blog – missmissourialumni.blogspot.com . We will be continuing this tradition this year. During the week of Miss Missouri, we will be updating the blog with photos, preliminary results, and interesting facts from the week in Mexico! For those of you on Twitter – you can still follow us at www.twitter.com/missmoalumni! 
Please take a moment to fill out the membership form and the alumni form; we hope to see you in Mexico June 9th- 12th for the Miss Missouri Pageant!

Best wishes,

The Miss Missouri Alumni Organization
***The MMAO membership form and Dues for 2010 may be sent with check to  ***

Jamie Kocher    675 Cedar Run Drive   Ballwin, MO  63021
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Ten Minutes with Miss Missouri 2009

Tara Osseck
What thoughts were going through your mind the moment you were crowned Miss Missouri?

I actually had quite a bit of time to process those thoughts because it took Lacey awhile to pin the crown on my head, on account of the Bump-It I was wearing...!  But I experienced a rush of emotions - shock, excitement, gratitude.  I could see my family and local board members jumping up and down in the audience, and I was so proud to share that moment with them.

What has been your most memorable moment as Miss Missouri?

It would be impossible to choose just one moment, but at the core of each of my favorite memories are the people I have met throughout my year, especially the students.  I met a little boy in the second grade at a school in Adrian, Missouri, and he was so excited he could hardly contain himself. He asked me my name and when I told him it was Tara, he instantly deflated. I asked him what was wrong and he said to me, "No offense, but you were so much cooler when I thought your name was Missouri." 

What did you take away from your experience at Miss America?

Although there are months of preparation leading up to the pageant, your fate is completely outside of your control.  Competing at Miss America taught me to keep things in perspective, to be adaptable, and to not sweat the small stuff, which is an important lesson to learn not just in pageants, but in every facet of life.

 What advice do you have for this year's Miss Missouri hopefuls?

Practice diligently for your interview and your talent, find the wardrobe that makes you feel like a million dollars, and give yourself to your schools and communities to leave them better than the way that you found them. But don't try to change yourself to become who you think Miss Missouri 2010 should be or who you think the judges are looking for.  Work hard, have fun, and be yourself, because that is what defines a Miss Missouri!

What do you recommend someone see if they are visiting Missouri for the first time?

Missouri is a state known for its food, fun, and friendliness, so I would recommend sampling some of Kansas City's famous barbeque, a trip to see the St. Louis Cardinals play at Busch Stadium in downtown St. Louis (and a trip to the Arch!), and taking the time to stop by some of the small towns in between, because you will meet some of the most sincere, gracious people in the Midwest.

What is the thing you craved most while preparing for swimsuit competition? 

I have a background in health and nutrition, so I don't believe in "bad foods" when preparing for the swimsuit competition, but I do believe in moderation.  However, the lack of Jack in the Box restaurants in some parts of Missouri certainly reinforced my moderation rule, and I was always craving their tacos dipped in buttermilk ranch!
2010 Application for Miss Missouri Alumni Organization (MMAO)

Today’s Date_____________

Name____________________________________Maiden Name__________________

Permanent Address_______________________________________________________

Home Phone_________________Work_________________Cell__________________

Email__________________________________________________________________

Contact Preference EMAIL/HOME ADDRESS (Circle One) 

(Information will not be distributed for ANY purpose outside of Miss Missouri or Miss America.  Your information WILL NOT be distributed to outside solicitors.)

(You need have competed only once in a local pageant to be eligible for the Alumni Organization.)

Local Pageant in which you participated:__________________________Year______

Titles Held



Year
            National & State Awards Received
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


DUES -To be Paid by June 1  (Check One)

_____
Life Time Membership $500 (Yearly benefits of general membership)

_____
General Membership $30 (All former contestants who are ineligible to compete)

_____
Junior Membership $15 (Competing Miss contestants and Teen contestants)

_____
Associate Membership $10 (Miss Missouri volunteers and supporters)

All fees are due on or before June 1 and will be collected on a yearly basis.  Membership may be established at anytime.  Membership must be renewed on a yearly basis.  Renewal of membership includes sending fee by June 1 and updating contact information via www.missmissouri.org or by mailing a printed form with fee. Checks should be made payable to Miss Missouri Alumni Organization.  Please send checks only.  Dues collected will be distributed into the Miss Missouri Alumni Organization Scholarship Fund.  Scholarships will be established and distributed at the state pageant in June in honor of alumni members.  

Mail check payable to Miss Missouri Alumni Organization and forms to:

Jamie Kocher
675 Cedar Run Drive

Ballwin, MO 63021
